
TITLE 42.  PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

CHAPTER 15.  CODE OF GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS

PART I.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§1101.  Declaration of policy 

A.  Whereas the people of the state of Louisiana have in Article X, Section 21 of the Louisiana
Constitution mandated that the legislature enact a code of ethics for officials and employees of this state and
its political subdivisions, the legislature does hereby enact a Code of Governmental Ethics.

B.  It is essential to the proper operation of democratic government that elected officials and public
employees be independent and impartial; that governmental decisions and policy be made in the proper
channel of the governmental structure; that public office and employment not be used for private gain other
than the remuneration provided by law; and that there be public confidence in the integrity of government. 
The attainment of one or more of these ends is impaired when a conflict exists between the private interests
of an elected official or a public employee and his duties as such.  The public interest, therefore, requires that
the law protect against such conflicts of interest and that it establish appropriate ethical standards with
respect to the conduct of elected officials and public employees without creating unnecessary barriers to
public service.  It is the purpose of this Chapter to implement these policies and objectives.

Acts 1979, No. 443, §1, eff. April 1, 1980.

§1102.  Definitions

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the following words and terms, when used in this Chapter,
shall have the following meanings:

(1)  "Action of a governmental entity" means any action on the part of a governmental entity or agency
thereof including, but not limited to:

(a)  Any decision, determination, finding, ruling, or order, including the judgment or verdict of a court
or a quasi-judicial board, in which the governmental entity or any of its agencies has an interest, except in
such matters involving criminal prosecutions.

(b)  Any grant, payment, award, license, contract, transaction, decision, sanction, or approval, or the
denial thereof, or the failure to act with respect thereto; and in which the governmental entity or any of its
agencies has an interest, except in matters involving criminal prosecutions.

(c)  As the term relates to a public servant of the state, any disposition of any matter by the legislature
or any committee thereof; and as the term relates to a public servant of a political subdivision, any disposition
of any matter by the governing authority or any committee thereof.

(2)(a)  "Agency" means a department, office, division, agency, commission, board, committee, or other
organizational unit of a governmental entity.  For purposes of this Chapter, "agency of the public servant"
and "his agency" when used in reference to the agency of a public servant shall mean:

(i)  For public servants in the twenty principal departments of the executive branch of state government,
the office in which such public servant carries out his primary responsibilities; except that in the case of the
secretary, deputy secretary, or undersecretary of any such department and officials carrying out the
responsibilities of such department officers it shall mean the department in which he serves; and except that
in the case of public servants who are members or employees of a board or commission or who provide staff
assistance to a board or commission, it shall mean the board or commission.

(ii)  For the governor and lieutenant governor, it shall mean the executive branch of state government.

(iii)  For public servants in the office of the governor or the lieutenant governor it shall mean their
respective offices.
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